


 At Chandag Infant School, the children have 20min 

daily phonics lessons. 

 Children are taught to read by breaking down words 

into separate sounds or ‘phonemes’. They are then 

taught how to blend these sounds together to read 

the whole word; 

 There are around 40 different sounds.





Children in Year 1 throughout the UK will all be taking part 
in a Phonic Screening Check during the week commencing 
10 June 2019. 

In order to prepare for this, we carry out a Mock Phonics 
Check straight after half term in February. This is so that 
we can gauge which children may have some gaps in their 
phonic knowledge and so have time to provide the support 
they need.



 The check is very similar to tasks that the 
children already complete during their phonics 
lessons. 

 The focus of the check is to provide evidence of 
children’s decoding and blending skills, not to test 
their vocabulary. 



The Screening Check contains 40 words and the Mock 
Check just half if that; 20 words.

Each child will sit one-to-one in a quiet space with their 
teacher and read each word aloud using their phonic skills.

The screening will take approximately 5 or 10 minutes per 
child; although all children are different and will complete 
the check at their own pace.

The list of words the children read is a combination of 20 
real words and 20 pseudo words (nonsense words). The 
Mock Check is half of that, so, 10 real words and 10 
pseudo words.



The pseudo or nonsense words will be 
shown to your child with a picture of an 
alien. This provides the children with a 
context for the pseudo word which is 
independent from any existing vocabulary 
they may have.

Pseudo words are included because they 
will be new to all of the children; they do 
not favour children with a good vocabulary 
knowledge or visual memory of words. 





By the end of the Summer term, you will be informed as 
to whether your child has met the Year 1 National 
Expected Standard for Phonics or if they did not yet 
meet the Year 1 National Expected Standard.

This will be included in your child’s end of Year 1 report. 

Children who do not achieve the expected Standard will 
retake the test when they are in Year 2.

Please do not worry if this is the case; in Year 2, the 
children are often more ready and pass the next time 
round. 



The Year 1 Phonic Screening Check 2019 will take 

place throughout the week beginning: 

Monday 10th June

Your child’s screening check will take place in a 

calm and quiet space with their teacher, away 

from their classroom. 



Encourage your child to ‘sound out’ and blend sounds together when 
reading or writing at home. Focus particularly on spotting more 
unusual sound patterns.

E.g.

 Digraph- 2 letters making one sound

 cow 

 Trigraphs- 3 letters making one sound

 night

 Split digraphs- 2 vowels with a consonant in between. 
Used to be  known as the ‘magic e’!

 spike  i_e cake     a_e hole  o_e



Children can practise their phonics by playing games online. 

The children particularly like: 

www.phonicsplay.co.uk

* Buried Treasure

* Picnic on Pluto

* Poopdeck Pirates 

http://www.ictgames.com/poopDeckPirates/index.html



Please take one of our Phonic Screening Practice 
packs to use at home. Please pop into class to see us 
if you need any help or advice. 

You can also download some fun reading apps on an 
I-pad or phone such as Teach your Monster to 
Read. If you use it on a computer, it is free but as 
an app it is £4.99 on the Apple app store.  



REMEMBER:  Using phonics is not the only way that you 

become a good reader. Continue to read each day with your 

child and encourage them to:

 Sound out, re-read to check it makes sense, and use 

pictures for clues.

 Ask questions about the book.

 And most importantly, ENJOY READING!



Read to each other:  books from school, information 

books, chapter books.

Share reading

Read with/to siblings

Bring along a book

Once is not enough

Talk about the book



Before reading the book:

• Can you point to the title? or What is this? (pointing to 
the title) 

• What do you think this story will be about? What might 
happen in the story? 

• What do we call the writing on the back of the book? 
(Blurb) or What does the blurb tell us?



During the reading of the book:

• What is happening in the pictures? 
• What has happened so far? Is it what you expected to 

happen?  
• What might happen next? How do you think the story 

might end? 
• What sort of character is….? Is he/she friendly/ mean/ 

nice…?



At the end of the book:

• Did you like this book? Why? (Encourage children to 
develop their opinion about books by encouraging them 
to explain their reasons)

• What was your favourite part? Why? 
• What was the most interesting/ exciting part of the 

book? Can you find it? 
• What sort of character was….? 
• Why did that character do … (give a situation/ event 

from the story)? 
• What happened in the story?



To learn to read and write the ‘tricky’ words that are 
not spelt phonetically.



Helping your child to learn to write these words:

Rainbow writing

Speedy spellings

Mystery word

Word bingo





Thank you for coming!


